10    THE  CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND

at home only in their monastery ; they could
not settle down here and there to pastoral
charges. And the clergy under the control
of the head of the mission were, and continued
to be, quite inadequate in number to undertake
such duties.

But this was a difficulty of the future.
The success of Augustine was immediate.
He landed in Kent, the nearest and, as it
happened, the most important of the English
kingdoms. King Ethelbert had already a
Christian wife, and was soon persuaded to
become a Christian himself. The story of his
conversion has often been told, and need not
be repeated here. For us the important fact
is that his people copied him. They were
in the tribal stage ; where the chief led the
people followed. This is true of all the
kingdoms in turn and not of Kent only.
The old religion had been but lightly held ;
we hear as little of persistent adherence to
paganism as we do of persecution for accession
to the new faith. The policy of the?mission
was, in fact, that of the great Jesuit, St.
Francis Xavier, a thousand years later in the
East. The people were first to be secured
by baptism, and then to be instructed. The
result was that a multitude of superstitions
passed into English Christianity and were